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And they ſaid every one to his Fellow, come and let 
us caſt Lots, that we may know for whoſe Cauſe 
this Evil is upon us. So they caſt Lots, and 
the Lot fell upon Jonah, 


HE Prophet Jonah having diſobeyed the 
Cm of God in flying to Joppa, 
and taking Ship for Tarſbiſb, inſtead of 
going to Nineveb, to warn the finful 
Inhabitants thereof of the Deſtruction that at 
the End of Forty Days was to overwhelm them, 
| God purſued him to the Sea, and raiſed a mighty 
Tempeſt to awaken him into an Acknowledgment 
of his Sin, which excited ſuch a Fear in the Ma- 
riners, that in their Diſtreſs, they cryed, every 
Man to his God for Deliverance, and uſed all o- 
ther Means they could deviſe for the Preſervation 
of their Lives: And when all they had done 
prov'd ineffectual, they began to bethink them- 
ſelves, that this outrageous Tempeſt, which threat- 
ned Ruin and Death every Moment, might be 
the Effect of God's Vengeance, purſuing ſome one 
among them, guilty of ſome crying Sin, for which 
the Winds and Waves did fo fiercely ſwell and 
rage againſt them: And they ſaid one to ano- 
ther, come let us caſt Lots, that we may know 
for whoſe Cauſe this Evil is come upon us. When 


the Sea was calm, and the Danger of Death out 
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of. their Sight, there was nothing in the Ship but 
Jollity and Mirth; their Sins were then the ſame 
as in the Storin, but they did not trouble them- 
ſelves to reaſon about them, or to pray for the 
Continuance of fair Weather; but when Death 
ſtared them in the Face, then they preſently cry 
out, Let us find out the Sinner for whole ſake 
this Evil is come upon us. 


There is no ſuch faithful Remembrancer as Af- 
fliction, nothing ſo powerful to call the Conſcience 
home, to awaken it, and bring it to a Sight and 
Acknowledgment of its Sins, as the Fear of 
Death; it rouſes up the Memory, and makes it 
recollect, and bring to Mind many Actions of the 
Life paſt, which it would willingly have forgot- 
ten, many Sins which it could wiſh were buried 
in Oblivion. This Diſtreſs is come upon us, ſay 
the Brethren of Joſepbh one to another, in that we 
ſaw the Anguiſh of our Brother's Soul without 
Pity. It was twenty Years fince they fold their 
Brother into Bondage, and had never before ſhew- 
ed any Remorſe for that unnatural and cruel Ac- 
tion; but now, fince the ſame injurious Uſage was 
brought home to themſelves, and it was become 
their own Caſe, their Conſciences, as faithful 
Monitors, brought to their remembrance the hard 
and unjuſt treatment they had dealt to their poor 
Brother; and as Adonibezek ſaid, as they had done 
to him, ſo they ſeemed to think God had requited 
them, and required their Brother's Blood at their 
Hands. Afflictions are like a Rack, they extort 
from us an Acknowledgment of thoſe Crimes, 
which we have been ſmothering and keeping wah 
or 
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for many Years, When Troubles or Sickneſs come 
upon us, we are forced to look about us, to de- 
ſcend into ourſelves, and examine the Actions of 
our paſt Lives, to ſee what we have done amiſs, 
wherein we have offended, and deſerve to be thus 
corrected; and when they have done the Part for 
which they were ſent, when they have brought 
forth the peaceable Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; when 
we have forſaken our Sins, and amended our Lives, 
and become wiſer and better, then doubtleſs they 
will be removed, God never willingly grieves 
the Children of Men; and whenever he does ſo, 
he does it becauſe he ſees it beſt for them; when 
gentle Methods do not move, or work any good 
Effect, then it is that he ſends his avenging Vi- 
fitations to ſtir up Men's Remembrance, to bring 
them to themſelves, and to a Senſe of their Daty. 
The Prophet tells us, when the Judgments of 
God are in the Earth, the Inhabitants of the World 
will learn Righteouſneſs ; ; that is certainly the De- 

ſign for which God ſends them; that the Effect 
which he expects from them. The gentle Ad- 
monitions of Afflictions ſent upon particular Per- 
ſons, are the ſtill Voice of divine Patience, callin 

Sinners to Repentance; and the Publick and Na- 
tional Calamities of Famine, War, or Peſtilence, 
are the louder Calls, and as it were the Thunder 
of the Almighty's Threatenings, to awaken Man- 
kind from their Inſenſibility, and to rouſe up a 
vitious and debauched World. When God viſits 
the Earth with any of theſe ſore Calamities, we 
are all ready to confeſs, that our Sins and Wick- 
ednefſes have drawn down that Judgment upon us. 
The Mariners in the Ship readily acknowledg'd 
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the Hand of God to be in the Storm, and that it 
was raiſed to avenge the Impieties of ſome one 
ſinful Wretch among them; but no one of them 
would confeſs himſelf ta be that dinner: When i it 
comes to a particular Enquiry who it is that trou- 
bleth the Ship, every Man is partial to himſelf; he 
excuſes and extenuates his own Faults; he wilt 
not take any Share of the publick Guilt, but ſhifts 
off the Load from himſelf to his Neighbour, like 
the Apoſtles to their Maſter, who aſſured them 
that one of them would betray bim; one fays, i 
it I? And another fays, is it I? Not one of them 
will confeſs himſelf to be the Traytor. Not one 
of us will confeſs himſelf to be the Sinner, tho” 
every Man may fay to himſelf, as Nathan faid to 
David, Thou art the Man, Let Adam be his 
OWN Judge, and he will eaſily anſwer for limſelf, 
the Woman tempted him to Sin : Let the Wo- 
man judge for herſelf, and ſhe will quickly ſhift 
off the Guilt from herſelf upon the Serpent : Let 
every Man be his own Judge, and he will ſoon 
acquit himſelf; ſo there will not be one guilty 
Perſon found. None indeed are ſo ſhameleſs to 
ſay, they have no Sin at all; yet few will freely 
confeſs that they are grievous Sinners; they are 
content to paſs for Sinners in the Crowd, but 
their Sins, they ſay, are not of ſuch a Size, as to 
diſtinguiſh them from their Neighbours, or ſo 
bad that they ſhould be the Butt and Mark againſt 
which the Arrows of God' s Anger are levelled, 


The Miſchief of this proceeds not only from 
Men's looking upon their own Faults with too 


partial Eyes, but from the favourable Conſtruc- 
tion 
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tion ſome Sins bear in the World. There is no- 
body can help obferving, that ſome Sins, which 
are not only vite and odious in their Nature, but 
alſo pernicious in their Conſequences, paſs for 
Acts of Gallantry, and are ſo far from raiſing In- 
dignation and Abhorrence, that they meet with 
very little Blame and Cenſure. I wiſh I could not 
ſay they often meet with Approbation and Ap- 
plauſe. The reaſon of which ſeems to be this; 
Men live ſo long in an habituated courſe of Sin, 
and make it ſo familiar to them, that they come 
at length to think there is little or no Depravity in 
it: Yea, the more common any Sin is, Men com- 
mit it with leſs Reluctance, and run into it by Imi- 
tation and Example, For Cuſtom, we fee, ſtrange- 
ly lefſens the Guilt of any Sin, and wears off by 
Degrees all Senſe of the Malignity of it. This 
Deceit, which Men love to put upon themſelves, 
has ſuch a fatal Influence upon Practice, that 
they make no Scruple to be notoriouſly guilty of 
ſome vile Sins, and yet account themſelves Sin- 
ners of a low Degree, and not at all Inftrumental 
in drawing down God's Judgments upon a Na- 
tion. The Mariners, we may be allowed to think, 
were guilty of the common Vices of the Times, 
and yet they did not apprehend that God had ma- 
nifeſted his fierce Diſpleaſure in ſo raging a Storm 
upon that Account ; they judged it muſt be a Sin 
of a deeper Stain and Dye that had raiſed his An- 
ger up to ſuch a Height, Come, fay they, let 
us caſt Lots, that we may know for whoſe Cauſe 
this Evil is come upon us. And accordingly the 
Text tells us, they caſt Lots. This Method of 
caſting Lots, which the Mariners had now recourſe 

to, 
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to, was much in Uſe among the Jeus, of which 
we have ſome Inſtances in the Old and New Teſ- 
tament; and it was a manifeſt referring the Iſſue 
to God's Determination. Thus the two Goats 
were brought before the High-Prieſt, that he 
might caſt Lots, and determine which was to be 
ſacrificed, and which was to eſcape into the Wil- 
derneſs. Thus the Land of Canaan was divided, 
and a Portion of it aſſigned to each Tribe. Thus 

Saul was choſen to be King, and Matthias into 
the Apoſtleſhip, All which were ſo conſtantly 
believed to be of God's immediate Aſſignation, as 
to give Occaſion to that Aphoriſm of Solomon. 
Prov. xvi, v. 33. the Lot is caſt into the Lap, 
© but the whole diſpoſing is of the Lord.“ And 
thus, in the Inſtance before us, God manifeſtly di- 
rected the Lot to fall upon the right Perſon; and 
the Lot fell upon TFonah, 


Now onab s Eyes begin to be open, and now 
he ſees at the ſame Time his Folly and his Puniſh- 
ment. Now he ſees how dear his Sinful Flight is 
like to coſt him, and what are the bitter Fruits of 
yielding to the Counſels of his own naughty and 
diſtruſtful Heart, And this 1s the certain and de- 
termined End that all Raſh and Sinful Actions muſt 

ſooner or later center in; if Men will fly from 
God, and break looſe from the Boundaries of Rea- 
ſon, and the Rules of Religion, however they may 
proſper for a while, however ſecure and ſafe they 
may think themſelves, yet they and their vain De- 
vices, ſhall in the End be daſhed in Pieces and 
brought to nothing ; if they will live without God, 


they ſhall be ſure, when they come to die, to 555 
the 
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the Hand they have lighted fall heavy upon them. 
We may ſee in Jonah with how much ado it is 
before God can melt the hard and diſobedient Heart 
of Man, and bring him to Repentance; he muſt . 
ſtand in his Way and croſs him, he muſt terrify wm 
with the Waves and Storms of his Diſpleaſure, 
and drench him in the Sea of Affliction, before he 
can thoroughly humble him ; and extort from him 
a Confeſſion and Acknowledgement of his Sinful 
Ways. O that Men were as wiſe to prevent the 
coming of a Storm, as they are diligent to allay it 
when it is com: upon them, that they were as 
careful to avert the Judgments of God, by break- 
ing off their Sins by Righteouſneſs, as they are 
Earneſt in deprecating and crying mightily ſor the 
Removal of them, when they are under the Smart 
of them; that they would acknowledge God, 
| Revere and Adore his Power, and not ſtay to be 

plagued for their Infidelity with the /Zgytian Sor- 
cerers, and then be forced to cry out, this js the 
Finger of God. Who would now expect that this 
diſobedient Man, whoſe ſullen and obdurate Heart 
had ſtood out ſo long, till the Lot had fingled him 
out, ſhould Eſcape with his Life? There was Mer- 
cy ſtill in Store for him: God intended to correct 
him, but not to caſt him away ; he ſuffered the 
Mariners to throw him into the Sea, but would not 
ſuffer the Waves to drown him, What a Signal 
Inſtance is this Man both of the Juſtice and the 
Mercy of God ; of his Juſtice in puniſhing ; of his 
Mercy in ſaving him! God has a thouſand Ways 
to deal with, and chaſtiſe the impenitent Sinner; 
he will croſs him and Afflict him, he will lead him 
thro' the Thorny Ways of Sickneſs and Troubles 
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to humble him, and if theſe Methods fail to re- 
claim him, then he cuts him off, But as ſoon as 
be repents and turns from his Evil Ways, how ſoon 
doth he withdraw his Anger? How merciful and 
Compaſſionate is he to them that Fear him? As 
ſoon as we throw away Sin, that accurſed Thing, 
from us. As ſoon as he that troubleth the Ship is 
thrown into the Sea, the Raging of the Tempeſt 
ceaſes, and the Winds and Waves are Calm and 
Still, Who would be backward to Repent and re- 
turn to God, where there is ſo much Love and 
Mercy in Store for him! Are we great and grie- 
vous Sinners? So were David and Peter; the one 
fell into the terrible Offences of Adaltery and Mur- 
der, the other deny'd his Maſter! Let us but do 
as they did, waſh away our Sins by timely Repen- 
tance and Amendment, and we ſhall be forgiven 
in as ſpeedy a Way as they were. Are we in Diſ- 
treſs and Miſery? So was Jonah, in the Extremity 
of Deſpair in the Belly of the Fiſh! Let us with 
him cry mightily unto God, and put our full Truſt 
in him, and he will work a ſpeedy Way for our 
Deliverance. 


But let us now ſee what Uſe we ourſelves are to 
make of the Words before us; we have 10 need to 
caſt Lots to find out the Sinner for whoſe Cauſe 
this dreadful Evil, this great Contagion that has 
raged with deadly Influence thro' moſt Parts of the 
Kingdom, 1s come upon us. Let us bnt begin the 
Search at Home, deſcend into ourſelves, examine 
into the Conduct of our paſt Lives, call to Remem- 
brance our Sins and Offences, the Cuſtomary and 
Common Sins that we have been daily guilty = 
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and we ſhall ſoon diſcover the Sinner, ſoon ſee great 
Reaſon to apply the Words of the Prophet Nathan 
each to ourſelves, thou art the Man who has been 
Inſtrumental in drawing down this heavy Calamity 
upon us. And when we have ſet our Sins in this 
impartial View before us, ſhall we not take a Step 
further, and cry out with penitent David, we have 
Sinned againſt the Lord? Thou Lord has chaſten- 
ed us for our Iniquities, but be pleaſed in Mercy 
to us to ſtay thy avenging Hand, and remove thy 
| heavy Wrath from us, that hath almoſt confumed 
us. If this be our Behaviour, if we humble our- 
ſelves before our offended God, and fly to him by 
ſincere Repentance and Amendment of our Sinful 
Lives, we may have Reaſon to hope that God in 


Mercy to us, will put away our Sins, and remove 


this Death from us. Let the Behaviour of the Ni- 
nevites upon Jonab's proclaiming God's threatning 
Meſſage, be an Inſtruction and an Example to us. 
The People of Nineveh believed God, and pro- 
claimed a Faſt and put on Sackcloth, from the 
greateſt of them even to the leaſt of them; for 
Word came to the King of Nineveh, and he aroſe 
from his Throne, and laid his Robe from him, and 


covered him with Sackcloth and fat in Aſhes, and 


cauſed it to be proclaimed and publiſhed through 
Nineveh, ſaying, let neither Man nor Beaſt, Herd, 
nor F lock taſte any Thing, let them not Feed or 
drink Water, but let Man and Beat be covered 


with Sackcloth, and cry mightily unto God; yea, 


let them turn every one from his Evil Way, and 


from the Violence that is in their Hands. This 
was their Behaviour, this their Humiliation and 
Repentance. If they continued in their Sins ob- 
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durate and impenitent, they ſaw inevitable Deſtruc. 
tion before their Eyes; their very Days were num- 
bered. What had they then left to do, but to try 
a contrary Courſe, and ſee what the Event of that 
would be? for who can tell ſay they, if God will 
turn and repent, and turn away from his fierce 
Anger, that we periſh not? and we ſee the Event 
did not deceive them ; and God ſaw their Works 
that they turned from their Evil Ways, and God re- 
pented of the Evil that he had faid he would do 
_ unto them, and he did it not. 


Can we Chriſtians read this Hiſtory, and obſerve 
how theſe blind Gentiles were converted, and obey- 
ed the very firſt Call, without our Hearts reproach- 
ing us for having diſobeyed ſo many loud repeated 
Calls from the Word of God, and refiſted all his 
gracious Methods that might either force or allure 
us to Repentance ? 


The People of Nineveb were only threatned, yet 
they immediately threw themſelves upon the Mer- 
cy of God, and brake off their Sins by Righteouſ- 
neſs and Amendment of their Lives. We have 
been ſtricken and ſmitten of God, and viſited with 
a moſt grie vous and deſtroying Contagious Diſtem- 
per among the Cattle, which ſtill rages in many 

arts of this Kingdom. Now if any one ſhould 
aſk what are the Fruits that this Viſitation of God 
Bath produced, can we Anſwer that we have turn- 
ed every one from our Evil Ways, and from the 
Viclence that is in our Hands? Can we fay that 
we have forſaken our Habitual and Cuſtomary 
Sins, our Pride and Uncharitableneſs, our Envy 
and -: 


. 


and Malice, our Lying and Slandering, Drunken- 
neſs, Whoredoms, Adulteries, &? Have we, 
whom the diſtinguiſhing Goodneſs of God hath 
hitherto preſerved in many remarkable Inſtances, 
had a due Senſe of this great Mercy? If we have 
paid him no Sacrifice of Thanks and Praiſe, nor 
lived more to his Glory, if none of theſe good Ef- 
fects have followed, then in vain hath God given 


us this kind Warning, and we have Reaſon to Fear 


that we ſhall be involved in the ſame Calamity, 
which from the Experience of former Times, we 
may too juſtly apprehend, will bring on the like or 
worſe Judgments upon us. 


But this is not all that we have to fear from an 
offended God. 


If a fad forebodeing Thought, a Forerunner of 
what may come upon us, fills the Mind with An- 
xXietv and Anguiſh, the painful Remembrance 


ſhould rouſe us to Repentance, and fix lerious and 
laſting Impreſſions on our Hearts. We have had of 


late loud awakening Calls from above; the Lord 
alſo thundred out of Heaven, and the Almighty 
gave his Voice. Why did the Earth tremble and 
quake; why did the Foundations of the Hills 
ſhake! Was it not becauſe the Almighty Gover- 


nor of the World was wroth ? Where is the Man 
among us ſo innocent and good, that has the Cou- 


rage to ſay with David, tho' the Earth be mov- 
ed, and tho' the Hills be carried into the midſt 
of the Sea, I will not fear? If we cannot fay 
with the ſame Confidence as he did, God is our 


Refuge and Strength, our * Help in Trou- 
ble, x 
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ble, if our reproaching Hearts do not ſpeak Peace 
unto us; then let us from a deep Senſe of our 
own Unworthineſs look up unto to God, and cry, 
our Fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, O juſt and 
righteous God! and we are afraid of thy Judg- 
ments.--- Judgments that hang over our guilty 
Heads upon a flender Thread, eafily ſnapt aſun- 
der; and we have no other Way left to avert the 
impending Blow, but by turning to God with all 
our Hearts, and utterly forſaking all our evil Ways. 
It is therefore high Time to awake out of our 
Inſenſibility to a Life of Righteouſneſs ; for what 
at preſent are our Deſervings that can ſtop the 
Hand of God from falling heavily upon us !- 
When a Nation is over-run with a Torrent of 
Vice and every Kind of Wickedneſs ; when his 
ſacred Name is hourly Blaſphemed ; when his re- 
vealed Will, which he has given us as a Guide and 
Rule for all our Actions, is inſulted and derided, 
with the impious Scoffs and Raillery of daring In- 


fidels; would it be any Wonder, it God ſhould 
viſit ſuch a Nation as this in Anger? Nay, is it 


not a greater Wonder, and what ſhould raiſe in 
us an Admiration of his Goodneſs and Forbearance, 


that he has yet witheld his Hand, and not poured 


out the Vials of his Wrath upon us? If we make 
not a right Uſe of God's Patience and Forbear- 
ance; if we let not the Time paſt of our Lives 


ſuffice to have wrought the Will of our unruly 
Appetites, in vain will it be then, that God has 


given ſo many kind Warnings ; whether we make 
Uſe of them or not, our Time of Reſpite will 
run out ; whether it be for Days, or Weeks, or 
Months, it will come to an End at God's appoint- 

ed 
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ed Time; and happy ſhall we be, if it finds us 
ready and prepared for our Change: But if it finds 
us till in an unrepented State, the lengthening 
out of Life will but enhance our Puniſhment ; 
and it will be to little Purpoſe to have eſcaped one 
Tempeſt, if we are to fink at lait in another, 
If this is ſure to be our Caſe, then let us be fo 
wiſe as to ſtrike in with the preſent Opportunity, 
and while Time is in our Hands, and the Da 

before us, lay in a Stock of Comforts and Graces 
that will give us Peace of Mind, when we ſhall 
ſtand moſt in need of them, But let us make 
what Uſe we will, God will call for an Account 


of the Improvements we have made, of the fre- 


quent Admonitions that have been given us, tho' 


we may think him flow and long in coming, he 


will ſurely come, and at his own Time make us 
full Payment. 


What have we therefore left to do, or can we 
do a wiſer Thing, than to tread in the Steps, and 


follow the Example of the People of Nineveb; 


and give the ſame fincere Tokens of our Humi- 
liation and Repentance, as they did ! Happy Peo- 
ple! who had a Reſpite of Forty Days allowed 
them! Happier ſtill, in improving that ſhort 
Time fo as to eſcape the threatened Ruin! Whe- 
ther we ſhall have a Reſpite of Days, or Weeks, 
or Months, is only known to the Great Diſpoſer 
of our Lives; but ſtill this is our Comfort, that 
we have a merciful God to deal with, who de- 
ſireth not the Death of Sinners, but rather that 
they would return to him by Repentance, and be 
ſaved, Life and Death are before us, and we 
may 
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may chooſe which we will; and as our Choice is 
here, ſuch will be the Fruits of it hereafter. 


They who repent. with Nineveb, and forſake their 


fins, ſhall find Mercy with her; and they who ſin 
on with Choice and Deliberation, in Contempt of 


the frequent Calls and Admonitions to Repen- 


tance, ſhall, at God's appointed Time, have Judg- 
ment without Mercy. | 


That God's Blefling may accompany this Dit. 
courſe, is the ſincere Deſire of the Author 
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